CHAPTER VI
AT WAR OFFICE AS DIRECTOR OF STAFF DUTIES

DOUGLAS'S new appointment had been given him, I gather,
to work up the formation of the Imperial Staff, though he
was still helping Mr. Haldane with the details of the Terri-
torial Army, about which there was so much opposition to
overcome. I have often wondered how he got through all
that he was doing, but it was gratifying to see how much
he was depended on, and that (from what I was told) he
seemed to smooth all the troubles with his clear outlook
and professional knowledge.

During the week-ends we began to play golf regularly,
which certainly helped him. In the early part of January
1908, the King and Queen invited us to Sandringharn for a
shooting-party, and the following press account describes
a few of the party staying.

Press Account.

SHOOTING PARTY AT SANDRINGHAM

The party for the last week of the Sandringham winter season was
larger than usual, and it included one or two newcomers. The Duke
and Duchess of Roxburghe were there, and the Queen walked and
talked much with the dainty American peeress, and will probably
attend the big ball which she proposes to give in June. Sir Henry and
Lady Evelyn Ewart, General Douglas Haig and his pretty but very
delicate-looking wife, Mr. and Mrs. Willie James, Lord Claud
Hamilton and Miss Jane* Thornewill, Lord Burton's sister-in-law,
together with some shooting men, made up the party. The most
depressing weather did not prevent the Queen and the other ladies
from joining the guns at lunch, and this meal, which is usually served
in a cosy marquee, is the cheeriest event of the day at Sandringham.
The fare, although not so elaborate as at some of the shoots given
by ambitious millionaires, is by no means Spartan, and it is always
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